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At Neighborhood House,
we believe fervently that  the
children are the future. 

This Annual Appeal
Newsletter issue focuses on
programs that highlight our
child-centric mission and
show why giving this year 
is more critical than it’s 
ever been.  

MORRISTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

ANNUAL APPEAL NEWSLETTER

A FIREHOUSE VISIT helps students in Neighborhood House's after-school program
at Frelinghuysen Middle School in Morristown understand their world.

TINY CALENDAR GIRLS perform earlier this year in Neighborhood
House's annual dance recital.

JAWS don’t scare these summer campers on a trip to
Camden's Adventure Aquarium. 

WATER FUN always makes Neighborhood House 
pre-schoolers happy.

FIELD TRIPS to zoos, Liberty Science Center, baseball
games, and even a tour of Jets Training Camp in Florham
Park brought excitement to summer campers like these.

The children
are the
future . . . 

MORRISTOWN
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
Making a difference every day
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It looks like any well worn gym that might
appear in a Hollywood boxing movie.

There’s a nice-sized ring, punching bags and
double end bags scattered about, all being used by
young boxers, posters advertising fights, and a
battery of strength training equipment.

There’s even a grizzled boxing instructor,
Esteban Rodriguez, a former amateur turned 
professional fighter. 

These are the elements of a new boxing pro-
gram gripping older youngsters at Morristown
Neighborhood House.

KO Boxing Club, an established gym and
training facility located steps from the House at 
8 Flagler Street, was taken over by the administra-
tion of Neighborhood House last spring under a
$10,000 grant from the Morris County Board of
Freeholders. 

“Youth who are into boxing, fitness, and
weightlifting usually don't have behaviors that
promote delinquency, drug use, and other destruc-
tive activities,” according to Neighborhood House
Executive Director David Walker. 

Rodriguez is currently coaching eight youths,
the youngest of whom is 11. They train four to five
days a week, have guest lecturers, and take trips
to competitions and seminars.

Some club facilities have been refurbished
since Neighborhood House took over, and more
changes are to come. Recently, the gym received 
a gift from the Morris Center YMCA of several
nearly new weight training machines. 

BROAD SMILES WERE everywhere this fall
when Neighborhood House distributed 
character and other backpacks donated 
by area corporations and organizations. 

All the furious jump roping has paid off! Herman Martinez, 22,
of Morristown, a relatively new boxer, recently won a competition
in Passaic in the 141-pound sub-novice class. Jose Rivera, 20, of
Morristown, has one amateur fight under his belt, and Emilson
Urquia, 18, of Morristown, a classroom assistant at Neighborhood
House, is coming up in the ranks of young boxers, according to
Rodriguez. 

“Morristown Neighborhood House has been great for our 
program, a blessing, actually,” stated Rodriguez. “They've given
me motivation to keep going with the kids so I can give the kids 
a sense of direction and good guidance.” ,

Veteran boxer inspires next generation 

Thank you for
backpacks,
school supplies

When the beginning of the school 
year rolled around, the children of
Neighborhood House had colorful new
backpacks for books and all the school
supplies they could need, thanks to the
generosity of six local corporations 
and organizations.

For the third year in a row, CIT Financial
donated backpacks, this time with Disney and
other designs that the children adored. These
went to children in the three after-school
Project Safe programs run by Neighborhood
House in Dover.

MetlLife Investments donated scores and
scores of backpacks, as did Novartis, Abundant
Life Church in Whippany, and United Way. 

AT&T brought in adorable yellow inflated
schoolbuses and filled them to the brim with
school supplies.

The children said they felt like it was
Christmas in September.

IN THE RING, Jose Rivera, 20, of Morristown (left) spars with Herman Martinez, 22, of Morrristown (right),
who recently won an important fight. Instructor Esteban Rodriguez (center) shows how it's done.
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Elizabeth Hernandez, Neighborhood House's
curriculum coordinator, is responsible for the pro-
gram. “I believe it fills a gap between school and
home,” she said.

Two of the tutors she recruited are husband
and wife, Sy and Laura Greenberg of Rockaway.
They volunteer through the NORWESCAP pro-
gram in Dover and come every Thursday for a cou-
ple of hours. He’s a retired businessman who spent
years volunteering at the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden, and his wife is a retired accountant.

“I love working with these children,” said Mr.
Greenberg. “The advantage I have over a class-
room teacher is that I have a one-to-one relation-

Every day when schoolchildren kindergarten
through third grade pile excitedly out of school-
buses at 3:30 p.m. and into Neighborhood House,
a group of volunteer tutors is there to greet them.

Business people from MetLife Investments,
former teachers, accountants, and top-level high
school students at Delbarton School in
Morristown, the tutors are soldiers in an army to
insure academic success for younger children.

Neighborhood House’s “Excellence is
Elementary” program, started last year, has gar-
nered raves from Morristown educators who say
that the tutors are helping to increase the chil-
dren’s skills in math, reading, and science.  

A young dancer and actress from Kinnelon, a
Girl Scout with a mission to help others, has
brought  almost 450 special gifts to the children
who dance at Neighborhood House: free ballet
shoes, tap shoes, jazz shoes, leotards, and dance
shorts.

As part of a Girl Scout Community Award proj-
ect, Catherine Dougherty, 11, spent last spring and
summer gathering new and gently used dance
shoes and clothing from the participants in her
dance academy, the Gloria Frances School of
Performing Arts. 

“I know how expensive it is to buy dance
shoes,” said Catherine. “When recitals come, a
dancer is always having to buy different shoes.
And you may wear them only that one time.”

Once she saw the enthusiastic response,
Catherine placed collection boxes at her school,
the schools of her siblings, and at the Kinnelon
Library. She collected about 125 items.

But then a flyer she placed around town
caught the eye of the Giacoio family, who are affil-
iated with Capezio, the worldwide manufacturers
of dancewear. 

According to Catherine, the Giacoios donated
more than 300 pairs of new shoes plus several
dozen items of dance clothing. 

“We couldn’t believe it when we saw how
much they were giving,” said Ellen Dougherty,
Catherine’s mother. She and her daughter brought
the cartons over to Neighborhood House, where
dance started earlier this month.

ship with these young men and ladies. The children
here are anxious to learn, which is a plus.”

Third graders under Greenberg’s wing obviously
adore him. “I always come to him to ask for help,”
said Fabio Castillo, 9. “Subtraction is hard for me.
He has made me a better student in math.”

Nelson Alvarango, 8. agreed. “He’s the best
math teacher,” reported Nelson. “I always get all A’s
on my math homework.” 

Laura Greenberg tutors math and also helps
kindergartners with reading and spelling. “We get a
tremendous amount of satisfaction out of coming
to Neighborhood House,” she said. “We love these
kids and miss them when we’re not here.”

BOXES OF dance ballet shoes, tap shoes, and jazz
shoes are going free to Neighborhood House
dancers because of the efforts of an 11-year-old
dancer and actress, Catherine Dougherty of
Kinnelon (left). Lashone Murphy, director of arts
and recreation for Neighborhood House, receives
the gift. 

Children’s dancing feet get new footwear through efforts of Girl Scout
Lashone Murphy, director of arts and recre-

ation at Neighborhood House, is thrilled to
receive Catherine’s gift. “This takes a big burden
off our parents knowing they don’t have to pay for
dance shoes,” said Murphy.

THIRD GRADE GIRLS Naslaa Suitt, 9, (left) and Isis Johnson, 8, (center) hang
on every word from tutor Laura Greenberg, Sy Greenberg’s wife. The
husband-wife team volunteers once a week for the “Excellence is
Elementary” program. 

TUTOR Sy Greenberg, a retired business executive, helps a few third grade boys with
math and science homework so they can follow a path to academic excellence.

Volunteers at Neighborhood House lay foundation for academic excellence

QUICK FACTS ABOUT 
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

On an average day more than 1,500 children,
youth and adults receive services from MNH.
Currently, we provide the following services/
programs:
• Pre-schools in Morristown, Randolph & Denville
• School Aged Child Care (SACC) in Morristown,

Dover, Randolph, Denville & Morris Township
• Summer Day Camps in Morristown & Denville
• Structured Homework Assistance
• Two Computer Labs
• Basketball, Soccer, Boxing & Dance programs
• Street Talk Mentoring Program
• Volunteers Program
• College Scholarships
• Career Center for youth and young adults
• Youth Gang Intervention and delinquency pre-

vention services
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HONOREES Dick and Ellie Oths received accolades
at the gala for working with Neighborhood House
more than 15 years.

The gala is a time when Neighborhood House
honors individuals and companies that have 
contributed strong support year in and year out. 

This year’s Community Partner Honoree was
MetLife Investments Volunteer Group, which has
worked the last eight years with Neighborhood
House to assist children in the after-school pro-
gram with homework. The volunteers teach math
and reading skills.  

Distinguished Service Honorees were
Neighborhood House Board of Directors member
Eleanor Oths and her husband Richard, who
reside in Mendham. They have been intricately
involved with the organization for 15 years, partic-
ularly fundraising. When he was CEO of
Morristown Memorial Hospital, Richard Oths
started health care service programs at the House
that still remain vibrant. Their loyalty has been an
inspiration to many.

This year’s guest speaker was Ian Bautista
from the United Neighborhood Centers of
America, Inc. 

The annual gala Sept. 25 brought more than
175 people together at Brooklake Country Club 
in Florham Park for a cultural celebration of 
diversity, understanding, acceptance, unity, and
harmony.

It was a congenial evening, said Board
Member Douglas Brierley, who chaired the Gala
Committee. Mable Stapleton, Director of
Development at Neighborhood House, reported
more than $132,000 was raised. The gala is the
organization’s major fundraising event.

Guests were entertained with music and
dance from the corners of the globe. Two gui-
tarists, Lucas deMattos, 16, and Ozi Neto, 17, from
Newark entertained with Brazilian music during
the dinner. After dinner, the energetic young per-
forming artists of Neighborhood House danced
under the direction of instructor Talia Jackman,
and singer Alexandra Munoz performed.

Grants help fund important
programs running at
Neighborhood House

Neighborhood House has received gener-
ous contributions in the past year from area
foundations. Thank you to every company
and charitable fund that has committed funds
to programs, capital improvements, expansion
of service, and staff hiring.

2008 Grant Contributors 
Arts Council of the Morris Area

Atlantic Health
Bayer Health Care

Broad Reach Benefits
C. R. Bard Foundation

Chinatrust Bank (U.S.A.)
Chubb Corporation

Citibank
Community Foundation of New Jersey

Deskovick Foundation
First Energy Foundation

First Presbyterian Church
Frelinghuysen Foundation

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Greeniaus Family Foundation
Hyde and Watson Foundation
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service

Jersey Central Power & Light
Jockey Hollow Foundation

Junior League of Morristown
F.M. Kirby Foundation 

Kohl’s
Kraft Foods

MCJ Amelior Foundation
Medley Capital, LLC

MetLife
Morris County Department of Human Services

Morristown Unitarian Fellowship
NJAfter3

New York Mercantile Exchange Charitable
Foundation

Normandy FW, LLC
Novartis Pharmaceutical Corporation

Page Hill Foundation, Inc.
Presbyterian Church in Morristown 

Quinn's Corp. Foundation
Sigety Family Foundation
Stryker, Tams & Dill, LLP

Svetlana Stalin Fund
The Provident Bank Foundation

TDBanknorth, N.A.
Temple B’Nai Or

Travelers
United Way

Verizon
Victoria Foundation

Wyeth

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Gerald Marcus

Chair
Joseph G. Mazon

First Vice Chair
Cynthia B. Hamburger 

Second Vice Chair
Janice Tomlinson 

Third Vice Chair
Philip J. Cohen

Treasurer
Kellee Ewing 
Secretary 

Suzanne Balian
Douglas Brierley

Ernestine Cash
Reynaldo R. Caudillo
Sally Chubb
Thomas J. Ficarra
Esther Y. Guzman
Marcia I. Koch
Eleanor Oths
Carol Y. Poe
Rev. David Silva
Wanda Sims

COSTUMED DANCERS from Neighborhood House entertained gala guests. 

Annual Gala a cultural celebration with music, dance 
and honors for community partners and volunteers

CONSIDER MAKING A BEQUEST 
TO NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

Making a bequest to Neighborhood House in your will 
or estate plan will ensure that our mission to serve the 
children of Morris County and their families will continue 
in strong force.  

You can make a bequest to the House to be used for a 
variety of educational purposes, including student aid, 
athletics, or cultural programs. Or you may want to provide
in your will for the improvement of facilities. One can 
even create a special fund in honor or memory of someone
significant to the donor or to Neighborhood House.

The important thing to remember is that when planning 
a gift, donors may designate the part of Neighborhood
House that will benefit from their future support. 
“Through planned giving, we are looking to attract 
forward-thinking individuals who want to ensure
Neighborhood House’s traditions,” says Board of 
Directors Chair Gerald Marcus.

To learn more about planned giving options, please 
contact Executive Director David Walker at (973) 538-1229. 



Success stories at the House: 
2008 scholarship recipients

This year’s scholarship winners have honed their scholastic, 
athletic, and arts skills at Neighborhood House. 

The Joann R. Herold Scholar, named in memory of the longtime
Scholarship Committee member, is Starr Terrell of Morristown, a 
sophomore at St. Elizabeth’s College. This is the second year in a 
row she has won the Herold Scholar designation.

Starr was raised by a single father,
who continually stressed the value of
education. She started at Neighborhood
House in preschool and went all the
way up. “The teachers were like her
second mothers,” said Marjorie
Herbert, Associate Executive Director
of Neighborhood House. “Even now
they call her to check up on her.”

Starr is living this year in the dorm
at St. Elizabeth’s and has an overall 
GPA of 3.38.

The Meade Scholar is Tyrone L.
Butts, Jr. of Morristown, a senior at
William Paterson University. He partici-
pated in the Neighborhood House’s
basketball and baseball programs. He is
seeking a career inaccounting or as a
pricing analyst.

The prestigious Meade Scholarship
recognizes Carmeta B. Meade,
Neighborhood House’s director for 34
years. She retired in 1985.

According to Scholarship
Committee head Susan Ferguson,
Tyrone exemplifies the characteristics
that Mrs. Meade would have looked for. 

He has a high GPA and was select-
ed by the university as a Resident
Advisor, a leadership position requir-
ing maturity and academic focus.

For the third year in a row the Scholarship Committee awarded 
the Barry David Schocket Scholarship to Calinda Roberts, a senior 
at Lehigh University, who will get a dual degree in Graphic Design 
and English in May. She recently did an internship with ABC Studios 
in New York. 

Calinda was involved for years in Neighborhood House’s music
program.

The Schocket Scholarship was established in memory of Barry
Schocket, a Ph.D. student in psychology and counselor in inner-city
neighborhoods who died of a sudden heart attack in 1994 at the 
age of 30. 

In total, the Scholarship Committee awarded scholarships to 
28 students and two staff members. Among the college they are 
attending include Fordham, Elon University, St. John’s University, 
and Temple University.  

Dover students picture a great community  
A dozen youngsters from East Dover

Middle School, all enrolled in the
Neighborhood House-run after-school
program there, are wandering around
Dover taking photographs of what pleas-
es them about their town and what
needs help.

So far, they say they like that Dover
is becoming a more “pedestrian-friendly
city.”

It’s all part of a six-week project,
“Street Smarts,” sponsored by the
Morristown arts organization Jumpstart.

Susie Schub, executive director of
Jumpstart, has done many programs

with Neighborhood House in the past
and thought this one would appeal to
middle schoolers. She wrangled the help
of Convent Station professional photog-
rapher Jim DelGiudice and secured
funding from the AAA New Jersey
Automobile Club in Randolph.

DelGiudice meets with the
Neighborhood House youngsters once a
week to talk about taking good pictures
and what it means to be a good citizen in
a community like Dover. Guest speakers
have been James Dodd, mayor of Dover,
who owns JD Automotive in town, a
retired police official, and map-reading
specialists from AAA..  

Starr Terrell

Tyrone Butts
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PERFECTION OF CHESS  is explained to second graders Nasir West (left seated) and
Cristian Mano (right seated) by instructor Willie Jones, who has been coming to
Neighborhood House for 10 years to teach the moves of knights, rooks, and pawns.

PRE-TEENS LEARN  to look at their hometown of Dover with a practiced
eye from behind a camera in the “Street Smarts” program offered as part
of Neighborhood House’s after-school Project Safe. Dover Mayor James
Dodd (far right) was just one of the interesting speakers.

Chess master teaches future leaders 
For more than a decade, shouts of

“Checkmate” have filled the Homework
Center, as dozens of youngsters in
grades two to five learn chess from a
self-taught master, Willie F. Jones of
Morristown.

“Chess opens up all the avenues,”
said Jones, who is 81 and still incredibly
spry. “I have observed over the years
here that once the kids’ minds get going,
there’s no stopping them.”

Jones is known throughout the
House as “Mr. Willie.” A chess player for
more than five decades, he welcomes
any student in the after-school program.
He has 
five chess sets and works with 10 young-
sters at a time. The lessons are one hour.

“We don’t want to overtax their brains,”
he said.

Second graders Nasir West, 7, and
Cristian Mano, 7, said they liked playing
cards at home and thought chess would
be fun to learn. 

“Chess is a thinking game where you
can knock down pieces,” said Nasir.

Added Cristian, “I like always think-
ing about the next move. And I like to
beat people!

Over the 10 years Jones has taught
youngsters he considers “quite gifted” in
chess. “None that I know of have gone
on to play chess professionally,” he
noted, “but quite a few are successful in
their professions.”



MURALIST Cesar Viveros of
Philadelphia paints panels of
the 36-foot by 36-foot design in
extra space on Speedwell
Avenue owned by Marty’s
Reliable Cycle. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Donors Appreciation Luncheon Dec. 10
Breakfast with Santa Dec.13
Black History Month Feb. 26, 2009 
Women’s History Month Mar. 26, 2009
Art-Expo June 12 & 13,

2009 
Community Family Day Festival Aug. 15, 2009 
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HELP GIVE THE GIFT OF HOPE
YES! I want a deserving child to have the Neighborhood
House experience.  
Here is my tax-deductible gift of:
p $25  p $50  p $100  p $250   p $500  p Your choice $_______

Name 

Address

City                                                                     State          Zip 

Phone (H)                                                            (W) 

E-Mail Address 

p Enclosed is my employer’s matching form.
p Check enclosed made payable to Morristown Neighborhood

House.
p Please bill me for my pledge.
p Please charge p VISA  p MasterCard p AmEx  p Discover

Name on Card                                   

Card Number                   Date

Signature

Mail to Morristown Neighborhood House           
12 Flagler Street, Morristown, NJ 07960

A stunning new building-sized mural going up on the 
playground side of Neighborhood House is attracting lots 
of attention. 

Created by nationally known muralist Cesar Viveros, the 
36-foot by 36-foot painting depicts the history of the House 
from its early roots as a settlement house for the area’s 
Italian immigrants at the turn of the century to today’s children’s
programs, basketball league, and health outreach. 

The Neighborhood House mural is supported by a gift from
the Arts Council of the Morris Area. 

According to Lashone Murphy, Neighborhood House’s
director of arts and recreation, staff and residents met with
Viveros during Community Family Day in August to suggest
themes for the mural.

Once the design was set, Viveros sketched the design on
sections of fabric and labeled areas so volunteer painters from
the community could fill in colors. Murphy said it was a “kind of
paint-by-number process.”

Now completed sections are being sealed to the wall at
Neighborhood House with long-lasting acrylic gels. Final paint
touches have been applied by the children of Neighborhood
House, their parents, and the staff.

“Everyone seems to love it,” noted Murphy, who added that
a dedication is set for December.

CAPITAL NEEDS
1. New tiles for the lobby, first, and second floors
2. Roof repair for 12 Flagler Street site: $40,000
3. New furnishings for two School Aged Child Care 

classrooms: $8,000
4. New Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning System for

12 Flagler Street
5. New air conditioners for School Age classrooms.
6. New sterilizer, freezer, and stove for Pre-School kitchen
7. Phone system
8. Shuttle bus

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
ALL PROGRAMS

Homework Center tutors
Soccer coaches
Pre-school assistants
Basketball coaches
Special Event coordinators 

Website designer
Mentors
Youth Workers
Fitness instructor
Translators

Morristown Neighborhood House
12 Flagler Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Non-profit org. 
U.S. postage

PAID
Morristown,

NJ 07960
Permit No. 3

SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT NEEDS 
Young Children's Programs

Bottled water, Gatorade, juice boxes, snacks, poster board, 
colored pencils, pens, disposable cameras, film, spiral binders,
notebook paper, folders, glue sticks, masking tape, Scotch tape,
rulers, art supplies, laminating machine.

Children's Education and Enrichment Programs
Sports bottles, solution game basketballs, evolution practice 
basketballs, soccer balls, (4) Standard 2-way radios, line paper,
pencils, pens, rulers, meter ruler, scissors, construction paper,
color paper, markers, refrigerator for the pre-school kitchen.

Morristown Neighborhood House:
Five folding tables, two digital cameras, sterilizer, children’s desks
and chairs for the library, window blinds, three CD/tape players.

Mural depicts proud past, bright future  

COLORFUL MURAL going up on the side of Neighborhood House reflects the changing mission of the organ-
ization from the turn of the century to today. The Arts Council of the Morris Area is funding the arts project.


